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September 1, 1847
A deed for the sale of property by Peter Schermerhorn of New York
to Albertus C. Van Raalte for a tract of 320 acres in Ottawa
County, Michigan.
Calvin College Archives: Van Raalte Collection, Box 11, folder
170.
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Albertus C. Van Raaite and His Dutch

language. Captain Crosby had helped him tremendously, and no doubt he had learned much in Detroit
and Kalamazoo.
One of the most precious documents concerning the
early growth of Holland is that written by Peter Wakazoo, Chief of the Ottawa Indians. On May 13, 1848, so
reads the account, he sold to A. C. Van Raalte the "house
situated in the Indian Village on Black Lake and known
as the Church, price $26.00." Wakazoo added that "said
building is to remain where it is this season and to be
occupied by the Hollanders as they arrive." Chief Wakazoo had gone to the Old Wing Mission to make this deal
with Van Raalte, which fact indicates that the Old Wing
Mission was a landmark for the very first of the pioneers.
Here Van Raalte on January 1, 1847, found a refuge
with the Congregational pastor, and here on February 9.
1847, the seven pioneers that composed the "vanguard"
were received with open arms.
Another transaction which shows how ready Van
Raalte was to incur debts is one in Dutch dated April 2,
1849, by J. van de Luyster Jr. He begged Van Raalte 10
pay Mr. J. Wiggers the sum of $3.25 with interest for the
past 17 months. The bill was for 500 feet of lumber.
Van Raalte paid it within three days. We must not
imagine that he liked to be encumbered with debts.
It was far from pleasant for him to receive a letter like
the following, dated Grand Rapids, Mich., August 12.
1848: "Above I send you amount of your bill of medicine got by Rev. Dr. Penny in October last. As we are
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much in want of funds at this time you will confer us
a" favour by sending in the amount as soon as convenient." It was signed by L. D. Putnam, who on October
5, 1848, stated on the same sheet that he had received
payment in full.
Much less pleasant was the fate of Mr. Courdandt
Palmer in New York, who, as we saw, sold to Van Raalte
some 3,000 acres of land for about $7,000. On November 11, 1847, he made Van Raalte sign a document stating that he owed Mr. Palmer the sum of four thousand
dollars, but if he would pay him $2,739.68 in five equal
annual installments, "this obligation is to be void, and of
none effect, otherwise to remain in full force and virtue."
On the reverse side of the document we find that Mr.
Palmer sold this bond for $1828.40 to James Suydam
and Samuel B. Schieffelin of the Reformed Church of
New York CliTilrarfrof sale being October 10, 1853.
We also read here that the following payments were
received from Van Raalte: November 7, 1854, $124 on
interest; December 8, 1854, $40 on interest; June 21,
1855, $50 on interest; August 29, 1855, $100, and June
23, 1856, $200.
We have also an important deed from the hand of
Peter Schermerhorn of New York City, who on Septembet 1, 1847, sold to Van Raalte 320 acres of land in
township 5 of Ottawa Co. Mich., for the sum of $.810.
,
But he seems to have received cash~s
Raalte also paid cash for the following tracts of land
from the federal government in the land office at Ionia,
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Mich.: February 1, 1848, 40 acres; February 1, 1848,
40 acres; February 1, 1848, 40 acres; February 1, 1848,
160 acres; February 1, 1848, 634 acres; April 5, 1849,
80 acres; April 5, 1849, 45 acres; April 5, 1849, 40 acres;
and April 10, 1851, 160 acres.

be so fortunate that I can dispose of a part of my property. This is a singular country. We have enough to
eat and still to get moneij back is next to impossible.
. . . Sir, when it is impossible to paij that time I wish
you would be so kind to have patience with me."

That Van Raalte took no chances in his purchases of
land may be gathered from t followin le ter from a
"Dear Sir,
law firm in Detroit dated
'We have received by Mr. Post t e large package of deeds
and certificates — and have copied the descriptions of
same and the years, etc. We presume that what you wish
us to do is to find out what we can about the tides, and
ascertain if possible who owns the other undivided
interests, etc. This we will endeavor to do as well as we
can and as soon as we can get time — and report to you."
This was the firm of J. L. Whiting and Adams.

What worried him the most was that there were several families living on the land he had bought from Mr.
Silsbee, and he did not want to see them evicted. Moreover, there was on his tract about one hundred acres of
swamp, and every time the river rose a bit all that land
was flooded. In short, until that land was drained it.
was worthless. At the end of the letter Van Raalte wrote:
"One thing I. assure you, I will not abuse your patience;
I will surely pay you just as fast as possible. I hate
debts."

f

In one respect Van Raalte was not so sagacious,
namely, in the purchase of land he had not yet fully
explored. For that reason we find him writing a pathetic
letter one day to the son of Mr. Nathaniel Silsbee. To
be exact, it was August 19, 1851, and Van Raalte remarked: "In September 1847 I did gel. • a cdntract on a
part of your land in Ottawa, Michigan, for the Holland
Colony bij your father's agent Mr. Ch. Noble of Monroe.
. . . I did pay him down $100. . . . On 1 Sept., 1851,
there is to paij $140.74, and I am glad that I can saij
it is at hand... . At last on 1 Sept. 1853, I have to paij
$408.74. This is a large amount and I am much in fear
that I can not paij. it at that time at once unless I maij

We would be most unkind to Van Raalte if we refused
to take his word for this remark of conclusion. He had
undertaken a tremendous task in the year 1847. His
ignorance of geography had caused him some painful
losses, and before long he was unable to meet all of his
obligations. Those who would feel inclined to entertain
thoughts unfavorable to the founder of the "Colony"
should bear in mind what he wrote in his well-known
letter of January 30, 1847, addressed to Brummelkamp.
During the pi-sC
c weeks, so he admitted, he had
spent a large sum of money. But he had won the friendship of progressive Americans. IF the latter could supply
him with about $3,000, he 'Could go ahead and buy land

